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In the US, the academic approach was to test concepts that might transform the role of the Low Altitude Area Defense (LAD) system before relying on the development of completely new technologies. This is not to imply that academic researchers did not have anything to offer. They focused on defence and intelligence technology, thus ensuring that there was a constant flow of new ideas and concepts
In practice, it was difficult to implement an experimental system in the UK as there was not the research capacity to create even a prototype within the relevant time-scale. Thus, limited resources went into developing mathematical methods to represent and understand the results of pulse radar and describe the relative time that a voice and a pre-recorded message had to be played back for a radar operator to pick up an air-raid warning.
As a result, the behavioural engineering method proved most problematic. The skill that the British officers needed was to be able to predict what the audience was going to do based upon the knowledge of the verbal warning and the time allowed for its return.
Modern operational research originated at the Bawdsey Research Station in the UK in 1937 as the result of an initiative of the station's superintendent, A. P. Rowe and Robert Watson-Watt.[10] Rowe conceived the idea as a means to analyse and improve the working of the UK's early-warning radar system, code-named "Chain Home" (CH). Initially, Rowe analysed the operating of the radar equipment and its communication networks, expanding later to include the operating personnel's behaviour. This revealed unappreciated limitations of the CH network and allowed remedial action to be taken.[11]
Modern operational research originated at the Bawdsey Research Station in the UK in 1937 as the result of an initiative of the station's superintendent, A. P. Rowe and Robert Watson-Watt.[10] Rowe conceived the idea as a means to analyse and improve the working of the UK's early-warning radar system, code-named "Chain Home" (CH). Initially, Rowe analysed the operating of the radar equipment and its communication networks, expanding later to include the operating personnel's behaviour. This revealed unappreciated limitations of the CH network and allowed remedial action to be taken. a0fb89163a
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